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PALY:OLOGICAL R3IPOZT Oi HALIZUT A-1 uuLL, 8400 -~ 20C0O FuiET

Further to the palynological study (Detizarn 1987) carried out on
core and cutting sanples fron between 7859 feet and 8300 feat in

Esso Halibut A-1 well, cuttings from 3400 ~ 9000 fect have been

examined palynologically and the results are assessed in this report,
The materisl exanined from between 8:00 fest and 9000 feet yielded
generally poorly preserved plant microfossils including infrequent
spores, pollen grains, and microplsnkton and zbundant wood and
cuticular debris,

1) 8400 fcot - 9800 fe=t

_Spores, pollen grains, and nicroslantion extracted from the material
examined contain pyritic material adierent to and{or envedied in the
wall layers., The plant microfessils ere accoumpanied by foraminiferal
remains consisting of inner chitinous tests arranged in planispirel
whorls of up to 15 chambers, Spore-pollen spzcies ideLtificd_inclU'c

Triorites edwardsii, Dacrvdiunites baluei, and Stechanosoroccllenives

obscurus. The presence of these forms and the absence of spicies
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restricted to the Cretaceous sugzests tiet the horizons are referatle

to the Tricrites e
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5ii or Transition Zones.
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lidcroplankton extracted from the samples ere nunerically insubordinat

to spores and polien grains excep®t in a sample from 2100 feel vhere

hystrichosrhaerid tyocs are common, llicroplankion species ideniilied
include Giv:inodiniun tadulavun, Crcloznesnsliun ratiintcertun, and
diverse oras possidly refzsrabvle fo 3zliisthosridiug,

The impoverished nicrofleoras =zutractad freorm the szuples are poorly
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preserved and consist chiefly of soores and pollen
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were Pecovered in
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Cyclonenheliun retiintexiun and Elt‘SJﬂﬂe ~idium spp. Spore~pollen

species identified include Docrydiunites talrmei, Stevnnsnonorgnolienites

ohscurus, and ilothofazidites exzarcidus,., Foras diasnostic of the

Tricolvites 1illei Zone or older Cretaczscus zones were rot recognized

and the presence of Dacrydiunites bhalnei may sugzest that the sedirnents

.

are within the Triorites edwardsii or Transitién Zones.,

COifCLUSTIOIS
Sediments beiwezn 3400 fest and 2000 fe:t in Halibut A-1 well
are considered on the basis of their contained nicrofloras to be possioly

within tne Triorites edwardsii or Transition Zones. The Trio: iorites

edwardsii Zone probaoly extends as high as 7850 fest (Jvtv -arn 1957)
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Palynologicel contents of the D, orthoteicihus Zone include do:inant
’ spores ahd pollen grains and rare microplankton. In the I. edrerdsii
and/or Transition Zones spores and pollen greins are dominant in the
najority of samples, tut zicreplanicon show a cualitative increase in
sarples between 8400 feet and 3870 fest where
foraniniferal reseins., Sizilar associations of 2burdant mierorlarikion,

been recorded from the T. edrsrdsii Zone in Kingfish 4-1 -ell (Deiizenn
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