
lllllll0llllllllllll0lllll PE990443 APPENDIX III 

PALAEONTOLOGICAL REPORT 

GROPER-2 

D.J. Taylor. 

Table I of this Appendix summarizes the samples examined from Groper-2 

Distribution of Planktonic fauna is shown in the top left hand section. 

Horizontal lines indicate diagnostic species. 

It will be noted that only 5 planktonic species were isolated and 

only 2 of these are really diagnostic (i.e. Globorotalia mayeri & 

G. praescitula), thus zonation is virtually impossible. The base 

of the foraminiferal sequence is no older than lower Miocene. * In 

GROPER-l the base of the sequence is of lower Oligocene age. Thus the 

transgression in this marginal area was diachronous. Distribution . 
of benthonic forms is shown on the rest of the sheet, with horizontal 

lines showing diagnostic species. Benthonic species are also sparse 

with few species or specimens between 1000’ and 2100’. In this almost 

barren interval the fauna, including bryozoa, are both worn and . 

fragmented with a frosted appearance. No deeper water species were 

recorded and the whole sequence is placed within the inner part 

(above 150’) of the inner shelf. Wave and current activity is extreme 

in the almost barren interval but calmer conditions are apparent 

above 1000’. The presence of Amphistegina lessonii,between 1550’ & 

1820’, suggests that this interval was on the seaward edge of a 

shallow marine embayment. Water depth was 100’ and water temperature 

between 20°C & 22OC. Like the transgressive assemblage, this Amphistegina 

assemblage is diachronous. 

* Refer to Page 7 for discussion of age used in the Well Completion Log and 
Cross-section (Plate Id). 
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